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INTRODUCTION

The Korban Mincha represents the second in a series on
korbanos. Its purpose is to aid in the study of the Chumash and
Rashi that relate to this korban, and to give a general background
of the subject.

A mincha is a korban whose ingredients include flour which is
burnt on the mizbayach or eaten within the courtyard of the
Mishkan. (Since the loaves of a Korban Toda and Asl Nazir could
be eaten in all of Yerushalayim, they are not considered a Korban
Mincha.),

Thirteen menachos ace enumerated in the Torah. Five volun-
tary menachos are: Minchas Soless, Minchas Challa, Minchas
Rekikin, Minchas Machvas and Minchas Marchesbess. Four
menachos of an individual are obligatory. They are Minchas
Choteh, Minchas Chavitin, Minchas Chinwch and Minchas Sota.
Three menachos are obligations of the public. They are Minchas
Omer, Shtai Halechem and Lechem Haponim. The Minchas Nesa-
chim which accompanied private or public animal korbanos, is
voluntary or obligatory according to the nature of the korban
with which it is brought.,

The steps for making and bringing each miéncha are not listed
completely where the respective mincha is mentioned in the
Torah. Some steps written for one mincha apply to some or all of
the other menachos as well. The Gemora derives from the various
pessukim which steps apply to which mncha. Therefore, it is not
possible to follow the procedure sequentially through the
pessukim.

The Rambam describes the procedure in its proper sequence.
Except when he differs with Rasbt’s explanation on Chumash or
Gemora, the illustrations that follow are in accordance with his
explanations.

The illustrations portray bringing the korban in the Mishkan.
The same procedure was followed in the Ba#s Hamikdasb.

These illustrations are for general understanding only. Some
details have been omitted.

_







Note

awno is folding and breaking the nrop into pieces. In the
illustration on page 31 all the folds are parallel. In some
editions of Yvn on T ;05 1 o o there is an addition in
parentheses that seems to be a quote from the Do yW which
descnibes the second fold as perpendicular.. In our editions of
o mn the folds are not specified as perpendicular. Nor does
this specification appear in the X (0™ §7 ) or mn *"v there.
Even if the inserted words are Rashi’s vertical and horizontal
are probably meant a examplc of folding into four. The
D"amh.docs not mention perpendicular folds.



INGREDIENTS OF MENACHOS

Each type of mincha used some of these ingredients.

o Wheat - A kernel of wheat is covered by an

. outer shell called chaff (motz) and two thin
/' , - inner layers of bran (subin and mursin).,

hin Subin and Mursin
Mursin peeled back

Two types of flour are produced from the kernel,
regular flour called kemach and superior flour called
soless. only the soless is used for the wheat menachos .,
It is obtained as follows:
i After harvesting wheat is left to dry in the sun. It is then
gathered and beaten with thick sticks to break the chaff
(deesha); and winnowed (zoreh) to blow the broken
chaff away.¢







A person runs his palms over the kernels
(seefa) and pounds the kernels with his fist
(b ‘eeta). This loosens the bran layers.,

The kemel is placed in a been mill; The grinding
stones of this mill are adjusted loosely so that they only
break off the loosened bran layer and split the kernels
into parts that become kemach and soless. (It does not
grind the kemnels into flour.),
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Thick sieves remove the bran from the split kernels. Finer
sicves separate the superior soless from the regular
kemach.,, The soless is then ground in flour mill.,, This
produces the soless flour.

Barley flour - barley is used in only two menachos the
menachos Omer and the Minachas Sota. ,

The Torah requires that the Umer be milled from kernels
that are Non 93, which means that they completely fill the
layer of bran that cover them.;; In order to keep the kernel
from shrinking, the barely is not sun dried. As soon as the
barley s harvested, it is gathered and beaten with soft reeds
and roots. In this way, the chaff is removed without
crushing the kermnel.,, With winnowing the chaff is blown
away.;s The kernels are dried on a perforated copper
utensil. s




The kemne! is soaked in water to loosen the bran and is
ground in a been mili to split off part of the kernel from
which superior flour is made. Sifting and grinding follow ,

In preparing flour for the Minchas Sota, in contrast to that
of the Omer, the chaff can be removed from the kernei in
any manner without protecting the kerne! from being
crushed. The bran is not removed at all and the entire
kernel is ground together in a flour mill.

0il - Olive oil is produced in three stages. o First the ohves
are pounded in a pastel and put into a perforated basket.
Superior oi! drips from the basket into a pan beneath it.
Then the olives are pressed with a large beam or heavy
stones, thus producing average oil. Finally the olves are
ground in a mill and pressed again, yielding an inferior oil.
All of those oils may be used in menachos. It is a mitzva to
use the best guality oil available.,,




Levona - 1s a spice that comes from the sap of a tree. The
sap hardens into granules (kortin).,,

Water - Menachos made with small amounts of oil and
baked require water for kneading. Although the Torah does
not mention water, it would be impossible to knead without
it.5;

Salt - The portion of a mincha that is burnt on the
mizbayach is first salted.»,
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QUANTITIES REQUIRED FOR EACH KORBAN

Flour - The flour is measured in a vessel which holds an
eesorom,, Each essoron is the volume of 431/5 eggs,; The
_ required amounts of flour are:

Lechem Haponim 24 essronim
Nesachim 1-3 essronim
Shtai Halechem 2 essronim
Other Menachos at least 1 eesoron

Eesoron

Oil - The oil is measured, in a vessel which holds a loge.»;
A loge is the volume of six eggs.

Most menachos 1 loge

Chavitin and Chinuch 3 loge

Nesachim 3-6 loge
Loge

" Levona - The amount of levona for most minachos equals a
kometz.,;, This is equivalent to the volume of one egg.s The
Lechem Haponim uses 2 kematzim ,,

There are opinions that the size of an average egg was once
double the size of our average egg s,




THE MENACHOS

Each mincha is described in one or more pessukim

in the Torah in the following places:

Minchas Soless
Minchas Challa
Minchas Rekikin
Minchas Machvas
Minchas Marcheshess
Minchas Choteh
Minchas Chavitin
Minchas Chinuch
Minchas Ha’'omer
Shtai Halechem
Minchas Sota.
Lechem Haponim
Minchas Nesachim

"N NP
(72 NP
(713 KpN)
("nra NIpNM)
(v NP
(N NP
(v NP}
(1) NP
("33 NAPM)
(D NP
(YO Y3TH3)
N1 NP
{0 "M31Nna)

N0 NN
79N NN
VPP AN
iptalkaiahla K
NYNIN NN
NV NP
PIAn NN
TN AN
IV NN
DNoN MNY
noID NNn
oNaN oNd
D50 NP
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The Order of the Minchas Soless., nMo HNM

Putting o1l in a vessel JLARAA
Adding Flour NN Y
Mixing with additional oil N2
Pouring the remainder of the oil Ny
Putting on levona MNIS NP
Touching the mizbayach nvin
Separating part of the mixture nnp
Sanctifying the komitz VP WP
Sanctifying the levona mao vITP
Carrying to the mizbayach n2omn
Salting nvon
Burning mvpn
Eating the remainder* DY NYIN

*This step applies if the owner is not a kohain, any mincha
owned by a kohain is compleatly bumnt on the mizbayach.

Please note : The steps of the Minchas Soless are
illustrated in the following pages. Whenever these steps
appear in the preparation of other menachos they are not
illustrated again; only the new steps of each mincha are
shown. Refer back to these steps as needed for the
menachos throughout this text.

Some of these steps may be performed by the owner of the
korban. The rest must be done by the kohain. ,,

16
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Matan Shemen 2V 1NN
Matan Soless N0

The owner places some olive oil into a vessel dedi-
cated to use for korbanos (kli shoraiss) and adds all the
soless flour.

Kii Sboruaiss

Adding soless flour

17
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Blila n%%a

The owner adds most of the oil and mixes the flour
and oil.3
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Neseenas Levona N»MaY nam

He places pieces of levona on one side of the
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Hagasha nwah

The owner brings the mincha to the kobain, who
touches the southwest corner of the mizbayach with the
vessel containing the mincha. .,

Hagasha

21
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Kemitza nNP

The kobain holds his hand open and vertical, puts it
into the mincha, folds his three middle fingers against his
palm, turns his hand upward and lifts it out of the vessel.
The mixture which he now holds is the kometrz. ,,

Open band into mincha Folding three middle fingers

VT T i T

Turning hand upward Lifting hand out



Kiddush Kometz \N»P2 vy 1P

The kometz is resanctified by placing it into another
Rl shordiss.,,

The Torah does not explicitly require that the
komeiz be resanctified. The Gemora derives it by com-
paring the kometz to the blood of an animal korban
which is resanctified after the animal is slaughtered.,,

e
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Kiddush Levona 733 vhp

All the levona is gathcred and removed from the
mincha and placed on top of the kometz.




{ty P09 12 P10 NOPY

Holacha and Melicha VYO0 N9

The kometz with the levona is brought to the top of
the mizbhayach and salted.,

25
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Haktora NY9P

The kometz and levona are placed on the miz-
bayach fire.

26
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Achilas Shiravim ©°9Y NN

After the kometz is burnt, the remaining mincha is
divided among the kobanim. It is caten within the court-
yard of the Mishkan. , It may first be flavored with other
foods.

NN

Achilas Shirayim

b g
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The Order of the Minchas Challa, n%n nnn

The Minchas Challa is referred to as Minchas
Ma'afai Tanur in the possuk because it is backed
on the oven floor or walls without a pan.

Putting o1l in a vessel v \nn
Adding flour W YN
Kneading with water* ned

Mixing with remaining oil %A
Baking* AN
Folding and breaking into pieces* NS
Putting on levona NIAD NN
Touching the mizbayach wvan
Separating some of the pieces NNIDP
Sanctifying the kometz NP TP
Sanctifying the levona NIAD WMTP
Carrying to the mizbayach 1920
Salting YoON
Burning NIVPN
Eating the remainder D»PY NDON

[llustrations of kneading, baking, folding, and
breaking, which have not been described earlier,
follow.

See, the Table of Contents for a full listing of
illustrations and the pages on which they appear.



Leesha Ny

The dough is kneaded with lukewarm water. Care is
taken that it not become chometz.,,

The Torah does not mention kneading the mincha
with water. However, it is a necessary step for all mena-
chos that are baked.,,

Leesha
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Afiya 9N
The dough is divided into ten sections and baked
mnto matzas m a metal oven. s,

30
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Pesisa N3N

The baked matzos are repeatedly folded and
broken and placed in a kli shoraiss to enable the
kohain to make kemitza. After making kemitza he
smoothes out the kometz with his thumb from

above and with his little finger from bellow s,
Note: Acvording (o the Halacha, matzas may be thick and sofi, so long
as they are not chometz.«,
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The Order of the

Minchas Rekikin,, \haradralaiab)s
The Minchas Rekikin is also a Minchas Ma'afai

Tanur.
Putting oil in a vessel VY N
Adding Flour v NN
Kneading with water ned
Mixing with additional oil o3
Baking MON
Smearing with oil* YN
Folding and breaking into pieces NN
Putting on /evona DN Nyn)
Touching the mizhayach v
Separating part of the pieces NP
Sanctifying the komitz NOW PP
Sanctifying the levona NI NP
Carrying to the mizbayach 9N
Salting non
Buming nmLvPn
Eating the remainder DY PY NN

[ustrations of meshica, which has not been
descnbed earlier, follows.

See, the Table of Contents for a full listing of
illustrations and the pages on which they appear.
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MESHICHA Hnovn

After the mincha was baked it was placed in a kli
shoraiss and smeared with oil. .,

Mesbicha

i B 4
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The Order of the
Minchas Machvas nann NN
Minchas Marcheshess NnYNI DNIN
The order of both these korbanos are the same
except for the type of pan used for baking.s;

Putting oil in a vessel Yav ynn
Adding Flour o N
Kneading with water new
Mixing with additional oil N>
Baking PON
Folding and breaking into pieces N
Pouring the remainder of the oil PN
Putting on /evona N7 NP
Touching the mizbayach van
Separating part of the pieces NP
Sanctifying the komitz NOW PP
Sanctifying the levona AT NP
Carrying to the mizbayach O
Salting nron
Buming LPN
Eating the remainder D»PY NN

See, the Table of Contents for a full listing of
illustrations and the pages on which they appear.
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Minchas Machvas nanp HMp

The Minchas Machvas is baked in an oven on a
pan called a machvas. The pan is flat except at its
edges. Most of the oil drains off as it is baked.
Alternatively the pan is elevated at ten places. each
dough of the mincha rests on a elevated part of the
pan. The mincha lies on an elevated part of the
pan, so that most of the oil drains away from the
dough. The mincha to bakes into brittle matzos.s,

Mincbhas Machvas




73377 HUNIN NI DN

't £09 13 719 NP
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Minchas Marcheshess nYNY2 NN
The Minchas Marcheshess is baked in an oven on a
.pan called a marcheshess. The mincha lies in a lowered
-part of the pan.,

Minchas Marcheshess

36
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The Order of the
Minchas Choteh,, NOWY NHM

The Minchas Choteb is brought by a person who
transgressed certain sins and cannot afford an animal or
bird korban.,, It is composed of wheat soless. No oil or
levona is used. After the kometz of flour is burned, the
remainder is divided and eaten by the kobanim.,,

Putting flour in a vessel nNne ynn
Touching the mizbayach ean
Separating some of the flour nNP
Sanctifying the komitz XYW enTp
Carrying to the mizbhayach (RZATy
Salting I3l abwla)
Burning RI%P

Eating the remainder DY PY NION

See the Table of Contenis for a full listing of illustrations and the
pages on which they appear.
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The Order of the
The Chavitin PHIN DND
Minchas Chinuch YN nnp

The Minchas Chavitin is brought each day by the
kohain gadol. The Minchas Chinuch is brought by
each kohain the first time he serves in the Buais
Hamikdash. In addition, the kohain godo! brings a
Minchas Chinuch the first time he serves as kohain
gadol 4

Both menachos are made into twelve loaves of
matza.g, The oil and flour for each loaf are mixed
mdividually ¢; The menachos have the same order,
except that only half of the Minchas chavitin is
brought 1in the moming, the rest in the afternoon.
The oil and flour for the morning and aftenoon
loaves of the Chavitin are designated before
preparation.s; The entire korbon is burnt on the
mizbayach s

Putting flour in a vessel N0 N
Kneading with water neo
Mixing with oil n>»oa
Boiling in water* NN
Baking partially* PON
Frying in oil* WV
Folding once without breaking NS
Putting on levona NI NN
Touching the mizbayach YN
Salting YoN

Burning ToPN
38
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Chalita, Afiya, Tigua )V 19X ,N09N

After the dough is mixed with oil, it is boiled with
water, baked in an oven and fried on 2 machvas pan into
matzos.,. The matzos were folded but not broken.,

Tigun

*Above is an illustration of boiling, baking, and frying,
which have not been illustrated carlier.

According to one explanation of Rashi in the Gemora, itis 39
rebaked after being fried -
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The Order of the
Korban Omer MDY 1P

The Minchas Omer was brought each Pesach o, Tt
is identical to the Minchas Soless except that it is
made of barley and that the kohain did funfa.

Putting oil in a vessel YV NN
Adding sifted Flour n>w nn
Mixing with additional oil n>oa
Pouring the remainder of the oil PN
Putting on levona N> NP
1nufa in all directions D9MN
Touching the mizbayach nvan
Separating part of the mixture NN
Sanctifying the komitz W WP
Sanctifying the /evona Iy TP
Carrying to the mizbayach MmN
Salting non
Burning nIVPN
Eating the remainder DY PY NN

* an Illustration of tuufa, which has not been
described earlier, follows.

See the 1able of Contents for a full listing of
illustrations and the pages on which they appear.
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Taufa HoNN

The kobain stands at the east or west side of the
mizbayach. He moves the Omer in all four horizontal
directions, and up and down.,,

Down

41
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The Order of the
Shtai Halechem-, DNYN NV

Before cach Shavuos, two breads called Shtai
Halechem arc baked. The dough for each 1s
individually prepared. They are brought on
Shavuos in conjunction with a Korban

Shiamim of two lambs.

Shtai Halechem are entirely eaten by kohanim.
There is no Kemitza, and no part is burnt on the
mizbayach.

Placing flour with some sour- N0 NN
dough in a vessel

Kneading with water ey

Baking as chomeiz* MON

First tunfa* TIYNT NORT

Secound tnufa* Y NOIM

Eating entirely N2IN

Ilustrations of the loaves of Shiai Halechem and
the runfa follow.

See the Table of Contents for a full listing of illustrations and the
pages on which they appear.
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Baking as chometz Ynh NN

Unlike other menachos, the Shtai Halechem are
chomeiz. The dough rises when sourdough (se’or) is
combined with flour and water. (Sourdough is dough
that has been standing for days or weeks and has
fermented. ).,

Each bread is seven fefachim ( handbreadths) long
and four tefachim wide. The corners project upward to a
height of four fingerbreadths..,

Shtai Halechem

43
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Toufa 19N

Tnufa, moving the korban in all four horizontal
directions and up and down, is done twice, The first time
the Zobairn held the two breads and the two live lambs in
his hands. The second tnufa was performed after the
lambs were slaughtered. The kobain held the chests
{chozeb), leg portions ( shoke) and the two breads in his
hands. .,
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The Order of the
Lechem Haponim,, 0290 onY

Before each Shabbos, twelve loaves of matza, called
the Lechem Haponim, are baked. On Shabbos, they are
placed on the sbulchan, together with two cups (bozi-
chin) of levona.., On the following Shabbos, the loaves
and levona are removed. The levona is salted and burnt
on the mizbayach. The loaves are eaten by the kobanim. ,,

Putting the flour in a vessel N0 1NN
Kneading with water e
Baking MON
Placing on the shulchan* onb>n Mo
Placing cups of levona on NNIAON HTPO
the shulchan

Removing the cups of fevona IAYH
Carrying to the mizbayach OO

Salting the levona Yon
Bumning the /evona NI MLPN
Eating the Lechem Haponim NN

An illustration of placing on the shuichan follows.

See the Table of Contents for a full listing of dlustrations and the
pages on which they appear.

45



Siddur Halechem 0ONYN N10

The loaves are baked in iron molds. They are six
tefachim long, five tefachim wide, and, at the sides, two
tefachim high.,, The kobanim placed them in the two
columns on the shulchan. Next to each column they put
a cup containing levona.

0
o T
IR

Stddur Halechem

.| 2 Tefachim
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The Order of the
Minchas Sotag;, NOP NP

'The Minchas Sota 1s brought by a woman who is
suspected of being unfaithful to her husband. The
flour is made of entire kernels of barley, including
the bran. Except for the type of flour and mufa,
this korban is wdentical to the Minchas Chota.s,

Putting flour in a vessel lapiy)al
Tnufa DAMN
Touching the mizbayach nun
Separating some of the flour NP
Sanctifying the kometz N TR
Carrying to the mizbayach s pAr)
Salting HYHN
Burning 0PN
Eating the remainder DOYPY DN

See the Table of Contents for a full listing of
illustrations and the pages on which they appear.
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The Order of the
Minchas Nesachimg; D90 NNIp

When a korban Olah, Shlamim, or the Chatas and
Osham of a mitzra are brought  they are
accompanied by Nesachim. The Nesochim consist
of a) flour and ol referred to as Mincas Nesochim
and b) wine. The minchas Neschim is bumt
entirely on the mizbayach.q,

Putting the oil in a vessel Y NN
Adding flour o \nn
Mixing with additional oil 1292
Pouring the remainder of the oil NPy
Carrying to the mizbayach noon
Salting YOD
Burning mMLOPN

.

See the Table of Contents for a full listing of illustrations and the

pages on which they appear.
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APPENDIX

Kli Shoraiss NIV 73
+  The ingredients of a miincha must reach a certain level of kedusha
by being placed into a kli shoraiss., According to most commentaries a
kli shoraiss should be used for measuring the flour and oil and all
subsequent steps.,, There is a machlokess on whether the Rambam
agrees fully with this.

Kemitza A¥NP

There is a machlokess as to how the kemitza is performed. Rashi
holds that the space between the palm and only three fingers is filled. g,
According to the Rambam, the space under all four fingers is filled.,

Rasbi explains that the kobain levels off the kometz with his
remaining finger and thumb so the kometz does not protrude the three
fingers.,, This is not usually necessary with the soft soless dough. It was
done to menachos that were baked before kemitza.,, The Gemara
states that levelling the mincha was one of the most difficult procedures
in the Bais Hamikdash. ,,

Eating the remainders ©7Y¢ NN

There are various opinions regarding the remainder of a mincha of
soless. Some require that it be divided into ten sections and baked.
Others say that it is baked without any division.,; Some say that there is
no need to bake it.

The kobanim are required to eat the remainder of the menachos.
When a person brings a mincha for atonement, the kobanim complete
the atonement by eating the remainder.,,

The Gemora states that menachos as well as all other kodshim
must be eaten in a royal manner. For this reason the remainders of the
menachos may be flavored with other foods. ,, In addition, while sitting
is usually prohibited in the Bais Hamikdash, according to the opinion
of Tosfos, the kobanim may sit while they eat kodshim.

Smearing NNVYN

Rasbi Brings a controversy about putting oil on the rekikin. Some
say that the top of the rekfkin are smeared with oil over and over until
the oil is used up. Others say that the rekikin are smeared in the form of
a Greek chof, and the remaining oil is eaten by the kobanim. , There
are various descriptions as to what 2 Greek chof looked like.
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GLOSSARY

Ail Nazir-An animal korban
brought by a mazir at the
completion of being a nazir. It
Is accompained by twenty
loaves of matza

Bais Hamikdash — the
temple in Yerushalayim

Chatas — sin offering

Chometz — dough which
rises

Eesoron — 2 solid measure
used in the Bais Ha-
mikdash

Halacha — Torah law

Kedusha — holiness

Kodshim — animal or flour
offering

Kohain — 2 descendant of
Aaron who officiated in
the mishkon

Kli Shoraiss — sanctified
vessel

Korban — sacrifice

Korban Olah — a type of
animal korban that is
completely burnt

Korban Shlomim — atype
of animal korban that is
partly burnt, partly
eaten by the kobanim,
and partly eaten by
others

Korban Toda — An animal
korban brought as a
token of thanks, and ac-
companied by forty
loaves of matza and
bread

Loge — a liquid measure
used in the Bais Ha-
mikdash

Matza - baked dough that
is not chomeltz

Mincha -- a flour korban

‘Machlokess - difference

among authorities

Metzora — someone afflic-
ted with a certain skin
condition

Mizbayach — altar in Bafs
Hamikdash

Mishkan — sanctuary

Osham — guilt offering
brought for certain sins

Rambam — code of Torah
law compiled by the
Rambam and informally
referred to by its au-
thor’s name

Pesach — Passover

Shavuos — festival of the
Giving of the Torah

Shulchan - the golden
table in the Mishkan or
Bais Hamikdash
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